
SNC maintains extensive private land forestry programs including tree planting and woodlot advisory services. Given that 
most of the forested land is under private ownership, it is important that landowners have access to financial and 
technical resources to encourage best management practices. 

Long-term funding for programs and services focused on private woodlands need to be secured and increased. 

A greater emphasis on land donation would help lower the cost of land securement. Through purchase and donations, 
these lands will contribute to the conservation of forest cover in perpetuity. 

An increase in funding for the land acquisition program would provide direct and long-term social, economic and 
environmental benefits.

By working with partner organizations, education and outreach initiatives provide an opportunity to share knowledge 
and create awareness of local issues affecting environmental health. 

A greater emphasis on the value and benefits of forest ecosystems would provide a more comprehensive 
approach towards understanding and addressing the issues affecting the status of forest cover. 

Using science-based data, areas providing the greatest ecological benefit from stewardship projects could be identified, 
such as areas where tree planting efforts would increase forest cover in addition to forest connectivity and interior forests. 

Forest Conservation By-Laws, passed through Municipal Councils, are used throughout Southern Ontario, to limit the loss 
of tree cover on private land. 

At the request of member Municipalities, SNC could provide assistance in the development of this regulatory tool.

Greater analysis of forest cover data using GIS software could facilitate a more coordinated approach in both 
conservation and restoration efforts. 

Further analysis would provide additional information which would also benefit local planning departments in 
assessing the impact of proposed land development projects, and provide opportunities to integrate forested 
areas in natural space planning.
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South Nation Conservation and all Conservation Authorities exist because of local initiative. Our efforts
would not be possible without the generous support of member municipalities, federal and provincial
initiatives, private sector partnerships, and the support of local residents.

MAIN SOURCE OF FUNDING

MAIN CLIENT BASE

• Municipalities

• Property owners and agricultural sector

• Community groups and residents
of SNC’s jurisdiction

• Businesses

• Government and non-government organizations

• Consultants

• Academic and research agencies

GOVERNING BODY

• A Board of Directors consisting of
12 representatives as appointed by our
member municipalities

• A wide range of advisory groups and committees

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

• Numerous volunteers representing diverse
interests, who work on the ground and serve
on community advisory committees

• Professional staff including – engineers,
hydrogeologists, planners, foresters,
and biologists

• Knowledgeable technical staff
including – forestry, fisheries, water quality
and GIS technicians, septic inspectors,
and property maintenance

• Experienced corporate team
including – administration, finance,
and communications specialists

FORESTRY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

SCIENCE-BASED DATA FOR MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

PROTECTING PEOPLE AND PROPERTY
AFTER THE FLOOD

YOUR WELL

After a flood, well owners should:

Be safe; be aware:

Test your well water:

• Ensure water supply is safe to use;
Protect groundwater resources.

If your water supply well has been exposed to flooding, it may be contaminated with colourless, tasteless and odourless 
bacteria or chemicals that can cause serious illness in humans and pets. Immediately discontinue use; boiling well water does 
NOT make it safe. Obtain and use potable water from a safe source. 

•
•

 

•

After a flood, check for potentially hazardous risks around your well.  If electrical wires connected to pumps in your well 
were damaged, it may create a risk of electrocution. Also, the ground around the well may have eroded creating potentially 
hazardous conditions.

To bring a well back into service safely, consider contacting:

a qualified registered professional or a licensed well driller (or digger) to evaluate and service a drilled (or dug) well;
a licensed pump installer and, if necessary, a certified electrician, to evaluate and service the well pump.  

Note - Residential private well owners can work on and disinfect their own well. However, there are safety considerations and 
many technical steps required to properly clean and disinfect a well; consider contacting a qualified professional or qualified 
technician as noted above.

•  follow sanitary practices; 
•    remove debris from well;
•    thorough pumping of well.

Initial steps include:

Disinfect your well:

The purpose of disinfecting a well is to destroy bacteria 
that may have been introduced during a flood. Chlorine 
(bleach) compounds are most often used because of 
their potency and effectiveness; do not use scented or 
splashless chlorine (bleach). 

Public Health Ontario provides an online well disinfection 
tool that calculates the amount of chlorine required to 
disinfect water supply wells at: 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-
services/well-water-testing/well-disinfection-tool

Protect yourself and your water well; if you suspect 
contamination, test your water as soon as possible. 

To test your well for bacterial contamination, contact Public 
Health Ontario at 1-877-543-8931 for assistance. To test your 
well for chemical contamination, contact your local Public 
Health Unit or the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks at 1-800-565-4923 for assistance. 




