
SNC maintains extensive private land forestry programs including tree planting and woodlot advisory services. Given that 
most of the forested land is under private ownership, it is important that landowners have access to financial and 
technical resources to encourage best management practices. 

Long-term funding for programs and services focused on private woodlands need to be secured and increased. 

A greater emphasis on land donation would help lower the cost of land securement. Through purchase and donations, 
these lands will contribute to the conservation of forest cover in perpetuity. 

An increase in funding for the land acquisition program would provide direct and long-term social, economic and 
environmental benefits.

By working with partner organizations, education and outreach initiatives provide an opportunity to share knowledge 
and create awareness of local issues affecting environmental health. 

A greater emphasis on the value and benefits of forest ecosystems would provide a more comprehensive 
approach towards understanding and addressing the issues affecting the status of forest cover. 

Using science-based data, areas providing the greatest ecological benefit from stewardship projects could be identified, 
such as areas where tree planting efforts would increase forest cover in addition to forest connectivity and interior forests. 

Forest Conservation By-Laws, passed through Municipal Councils, are used throughout Southern Ontario, to limit the loss 
of tree cover on private land. 

At the request of member Municipalities, SNC could provide assistance in the development of this regulatory tool.

Greater analysis of forest cover data using GIS software could facilitate a more coordinated approach in both 
conservation and restoration efforts. 

Further analysis would provide additional information which would also benefit local planning departments in 
assessing the impact of proposed land development projects, and provide opportunities to integrate forested 
areas in natural space planning.
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South Nation Conservation and all Conservation Authorities exist because of local initiative. Our efforts 
would not be possible without the generous support of member municipalities, federal and provincial 
initiatives, private sector partnerships, and the support of local residents. 

MAIN SOURCE OF FUNDING

MAIN CLIENT BASE

• Municipalities 

• Property owners and agricultural sector

• Community groups and residents  
of SNC’s jurisdiction 

• Businesses

• Government and non-government organizations

• Consultants

• Academic and research agencies 

GOVERNING BODY

• A Board of Directors consisting of  
12 representatives as appointed by our  
member municipalities

• A wide range of advisory groups and committees

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

• Numerous volunteers representing diverse 
interests, who work on the ground and serve  
on community advisory committees

• Professional staff including – engineers, 
hydrogeologists, planners, foresters,  
and biologists

• Knowledgeable technical staff  
including – forestry, fisheries, water quality  
and GIS technicians, septic inspectors,  
and property maintenance 

• Experienced corporate team  
including – administration, finance,  
and communications specialists

FORESTRY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

SCIENCE-BASED DATA FOR MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

PROTECTING PEOPLE AND PROPERTY
WHAT IS A FLOODPLAIN?

Floodplains are areas of land near a watercourse not ordinarily under water but, may be flooded by water 
from weather events. Extreme rainfall or snowmelt can produce very high flows in rivers, stream or creeks; 
causing water levels to rise, and inundate areas not normally covered by water. 

May I develop in a protected area? 

What is 1:100 year flood? 

How are the boundaries of a floodplain determined?

What should I do if I am in a floodplain?

Development in a floodplain? 

Knowing how far flooding could extent in the event of an extreme storm is important for land use planning and 
emergency management. Floodplain maps establish protection areas to safely guide development projects. 
Flooding could prevent people from evacuating flooded areas and can cause damage to private property and public 
infrastructure. South Nation Conservation’s (SNC) mission is to protect people and property from natural hazards, 
including flooding and unstable slopes. 

A 1:100 year flood is a major flood that risks causing serious damage to people and property. These major floods have 
a 1% chance of occurring in any given year. To compare, a 1:50 year flood has a 2% chance of occurring in any given 
year. If a major flood occurs this does not mean that it cannot reoccur the next year. 

Floodplains are determined from information gathered, analyzed and synthesized through a flood study. These 
technical studies use topographical information and infrastructure surveys to determine the extent of a floodplain. 
The floodplain boundaries are then illustrated on detailed maps. 

Property owners can reduce the risk of flooding by: raising building lots; directing development outside of the 
floodplain; or using an appropriate design. 

Rules governing what development can or cannot occur in a floodplain are primarily established in the Provincial 
Policy Statement for land use activities that require an approval under the Planning Act. The Conservation Authorities 
Act and Building Code Act also set requirements for development within floodplains.


