
SNC maintains extensive private land forestry programs including tree planting and woodlot advisory services. Given that 
most of the forested land is under private ownership, it is important that landowners have access to financial and 
technical resources to encourage best management practices. 

Long-term funding for programs and services focused on private woodlands need to be secured and increased. 

A greater emphasis on land donation would help lower the cost of land securement. Through purchase and donations, 
these lands will contribute to the conservation of forest cover in perpetuity. 

An increase in funding for the land acquisition program would provide direct and long-term social, economic and 
environmental benefits.

By working with partner organizations, education and outreach initiatives provide an opportunity to share knowledge 
and create awareness of local issues affecting environmental health. 

A greater emphasis on the value and benefits of forest ecosystems would provide a more comprehensive 
approach towards understanding and addressing the issues affecting the status of forest cover. 

Using science-based data, areas providing the greatest ecological benefit from stewardship projects could be identified, 
such as areas where tree planting efforts would increase forest cover in addition to forest connectivity and interior forests. 

Forest Conservation By-Laws, passed through Municipal Councils, are used throughout Southern Ontario, to limit the loss 
of tree cover on private land. 

At the request of member Municipalities, SNC could provide assistance in the development of this regulatory tool.

Greater analysis of forest cover data using GIS software could facilitate a more coordinated approach in both 
conservation and restoration efforts. 

Further analysis would provide additional information which would also benefit local planning departments in 
assessing the impact of proposed land development projects, and provide opportunities to integrate forested 
areas in natural space planning.
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South Nation Conservation and all Conservation Authorities exist because of local initiative. Our efforts 
would not be possible without the generous support of member municipalities, federal and provincial 
initiatives, private sector partnerships, and the support of local residents. 

MAIN SOURCE OF FUNDING

MAIN CLIENT BASE

• Municipalities 

• Property owners and agricultural sector

• Community groups and residents  
of SNC’s jurisdiction 

• Businesses

• Government and non-government organizations

• Consultants

• Academic and research agencies 

GOVERNING BODY

• A Board of Directors consisting of  
12 representatives as appointed by our  
member municipalities

• A wide range of advisory groups and committees

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

• Numerous volunteers representing diverse 
interests, who work on the ground and serve  
on community advisory committees

• Professional staff including – engineers, 
hydrogeologists, planners, foresters,  
and biologists

• Knowledgeable technical staff  
including – forestry, fisheries, water quality  
and GIS technicians, septic inspectors,  
and property maintenance 

• Experienced corporate team  
including – administration, finance,  
and communications specialists

FORESTRY PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

SCIENCE-BASED DATA FOR MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

PROTECTING PEOPLE AND PROPERTY

How do I confirm if my property is regulated?

How much will a permit cost? Who else should I call?

May I develop in a protected area? 

PERMITTING IN PROTECTED AREAS

Landowners completing development in areas with natural hazards, including floodplains and unstable slopes, must 
contact South Nation Conservation (SNC) before starting their project. These areas are protected through policies 
designed to reduce risks to people, properties, and the natural environment. Development projects including 
buildings, docks, landscaping, etc. require a permit from SNC. A protection area of 15 metres exists adjacent to 
mapped floodplains, and up to 30 metres for stream banks, which are prone to erosion or slope failure.

If you live close to a lake, stream, river, valley, wetland, or 
watercourse, contact SNC before you start work. Our Property 
and Approvals Team is pleased to assist you in determining if 
your property requires a permit at 1-877-984-2948 ext. 240.

There is a cost for permits under this regulation. The fees 
are determined by the type of permit for which you apply. 
Call our Property and Approvals Team for more information 
at 1-877-984-2948 ext. 240. 

• The building department of your local municipality;
• Your local Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Forestry if you are proposing to do work in the water   
or close to the shore.

All properties within a protected area are regulated and need a SNC permit in addition to a permit from the municipality before 
you start construction activities. The permit sets out conditions for construction that reduce the risks associated with flooding 
and/or unstable slopes. Activities requiring a permit and which Conservation Authorities also regulate under Section 28 of the 
Conservation Authorities Act are:

• New construction, reconstruction, and additions or alteration to existing buildings or structures;
• Site grading including placing, dumping or removal of fill or other material;
• The straightening, changing or diverting or interfering with an existing channel of a river, creek, stream, watercourse, or 

shoreline; or
• Changing or interfering with a Provincially Significant Wetland.
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PROTECTING PEOPLE AND PROPERTY
Property owners completing development in areas with natural hazards, 
including floodplains and unstable slopes, should contact South Nation 
Conservation (“SNC”) before starting their project. These areas are protected 
through policies designed to reduce risks to people, properties, and the natural 
environment.  Development projects (e.g. buildings, docks, landscaping, etc.) 
require a permit from SNC. A protection area of 15 metres exists adjacent to 
mapped floodplains, and up to 30 metres for stream banks, which are prone 
to erosion or slope failure.

How do I know if my property is in a protected area?
Please contact us to determine if your property requires a permit from SNC.  
Our Property and Approvals team are pleased to assist you at 1-877-984-2948 
ext. 240.

May I develop in a protected area?
SNC does not prohibit development in protected areas; however, a permit is 
required before you start construction. The permit sets out conditions for 
construction that reduce the risks associated with flooding and/or unstable 
slopes. 

Working In and Around Water and Wetlands
In addition to natural hazards, SNC ensures that all development occurring in 
or around water is done with minimal impact to the environment. This involves 
ensuring soil is not washed into streams. SNC has a 120 metres protection area 
for Provincially Significant Wetlands (i.e. those designated by the Province). 
A permit may be required for work in these areas.
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