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www.nation.on.caJohn Mesman, Team Lead, Communications and Outreach

SNC Remarks on Virtual Meetings

Before Meeting



www.nation.on.caPeggy Taylor, Committee Chair

Chair’s Remarks

Agenda Item #1



www.nation.on.caPeggy Taylor, Committee Chair

Approval of Communications Committee Agenda 
(Supplemental Agenda)

Recommendation:

The Members approve the Communications Committee agenda 
and Supplemental agenda as submitted.

Agenda Item #2



www.nation.on.caPeggy Taylor, Committee Chair

Declaration of Conflict of Interest

Agenda Item #3



www.nation.on.caCommunications Staff

Communications Project Update 
PowerPoint Presentation

Agenda Item #4
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Project Update

March 4, 2021

Communications Committee
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The Team: Communications and Outreach

John Mesman, Team Lead, Communications and Outreach

• Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
• Kelsey Smith, Stewardship & Outreach Assistant II
• Karen Paquette, Fisheries Technician

• Cindy Saucier, Environmental Outreach Steward 



www.nation.on.caJohn Mesman, Team Lead, Communications and Outreach

Update on SNC Operations and Business Continuity

www.nation.on.ca/coronavirus
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Outreach: Conservation Areas Management
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Outreach: Conservation Areas Management
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Education: Maple Program Update

Karen Paquette, Fisheries Technician

2021 Maple Education Plan:
• Create maple education videos
• Participate in two maple weekends at Oschmann Forest Conservation Area
• Create and promote a maple education social media campaign

Oschmann Forest Conservation Area, Ormond
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Education: Maple Program Update

Karen Paquette, Fisheries Technician

• NEW paid partnership with OCSB to 
create two Maple Education videos

1. Kindergarten through Grade 2
2. Grade 3 through Grade 6

• Featuring SNC forestry professionals

• Opportunity to showcase career 
possibilities to youth

Oschmann Forest Conservation Area, Ormond
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Education: Virtual Field Trip Update

Karen Paquette, Fisheries Technician

St. Lawrence and Ottawa River 
Virtual Field Trip Modules:

o Let Us Introduce Ourselves
o The Ottawa River
o The St. Lawrence River
o Connecting it All

• Working with teachers to review 
content in coming weeks

St. Lawrence River, Cornwall
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Outreach: Annual Flood Forecasting Meeting

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist

Annual Flood Forecasting and Warning Workshop

• March 3, 2021, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, 
via Microsoft Teams

• Presentations by SNC staff, International Lake 
Ontario – St. Lawrence River Board, 
Ottawa River Regulation Secretariat, and 
Environment and Climate Change Canada

• Attended by Municipal Staff and Emergency 
Management Coordinators, First Responders, 
MNRF and MOECP, and other agencies.

2021 Virtual FFW Workshop 



www.nation.on.caKelsey Smith, Stewardship and Outreach Assistant II

Free Tree Program Update
• All partner municipalities have 

approved hosting giveaways this spring

• 6 Municipalities confirmed matching 
funds to purchase additional trees

• 5,490 seedlings reserved to support 
the campaign so far

Outreach: Community Free Tree Giveaways

SNC Staff at a Free Tree Pick Up in Spring 2021
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Free Tree Program Update
• Looking to partner with three local 

hospital foundations to provide 
free trees to nurses during 
Nurses Week!

• Partnered with WDMH last spring

Outreach: Trees for Nurses

SNC Staff with nurses at WDMH
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Outreach: Community Environmental Grants

Community Environmental Program Update
• Call out for community groups following 

last Committee Meeting

• Inquiries have started to come in 
regarding eligible projects and interest

SNC staff after planting in Augusta Township
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SNC staff continue to support virtual 
training and mentorship opportunities
• Career Network Event
• SHSM Environmental Panels
• MentorAbility Program

Outreach: Virtual Staff Engagement and Continued Mentorship

John Mesman, Team Lead, Communications

SNC Staff speaking at networking event
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• Presented at Conservation 
Authorities University on 
Communications Business Area

• Communicating the Science

Outreach: CAU Presentation

CAU Presentation – February 11, 2021
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• SNC recommending anglers remove 
ice huts before March 15th deadline

• Ice surveys conducted last week 
recorded ice as thin as 15 cm near 
huts in Casselman

• Press release issued by SNC and 
covered in CBC News, Brockville 
Recorder, TVC22 Clarence-Rockland, 
Cornwall Seaway News, My Prescott 
Now, etc.

Outreach: Ice Conditions and Safety

Ice fishing hut on the South Nation River in 
Casselman, 2014



www.nation.on.ca

Outreach: Winter Recreation

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist

Warwick Forest featured in Fifty-Five Plus Magazine
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Outreach: Winter Recreation

Conservation Areas featured 
in online blogs:

• Ottawa Road Trips: 
Warwick Forest 
Conservation Area

• To Do Canada: 
Reveler, Jessup's Falls, 
and J. Henry Tweed 
Conservation Areas

• Au-delà du paysage: 
Nokomis Park

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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• Invasive Species Awareness Week ran 
from February 22nd until February 
26th on social media channels

• SNC participated by raising public 
awareness and working to control 
invasive species across its 12,000 
acres of public lands in Eastern 
Ontario

Outreach: Invasive Species Awareness Week

SNC Staff removing buckthorn
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• After an invasive species arrives it can 
be almost impossible to remove it. You 
can help prevent the spread of invasive 
species by:

• Cleaning your hiking and fishing 
gear after use.

• Cleaning your boat before 
entering a different body of water.

• Not moving firewood.
• Using native bait while fishing and 

not dumping your bait bucket into 
the water when you’re finished.

• Planting only native species in 
your garden and yard.

• Checking your pet’s paws when 
travelling with them.

Outreach: Invasive Species Awareness Week

SNC Staff removing buckthorn
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• SNC is calling on interested 
contractors to submit tenders to 
undertake sustainable harvesting 
operations this year.

• Press release issued detailing 
how sustainable forest harvesting 
follows forest management plans 
and how harvest operations are 
needed to help transform 
plantations into healthy, 
naturalized forests.

Tender Opportunities: Call Out for Harvest Tenders

Warwick Forest, North Stormont
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Outreach: Upcoming Virtual Meetings

Eastern Ontario First Nations Working Group 
• March 9th

Board of Directors AGM
• March 18th

Annual Logging Contractors Meeting 
• April 1st

Municipal Information Day
• April 8th (TBD)

Kelsey Smith, Stewardship and Outreach Assistant II

2019 FFW Workshop



www.nation.on.ca

Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca



www.nation.on.caPeggy Taylor, Committee Chair

Agenda Item #5 – pages 3-11

Approval of Communications Committee 
meeting minutes of 
February 10th, 2021

Recommendation:

The Members approve the Communications Committee 
meeting minutes of February 10 as submitted.
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 a.: pages 9-12

Election of Committee Chair:

Recommendation:

The Committee Members appoint John Mesman, Team Lead,
Communications as the Acting Committee Chair; and

FURTHER THAT: SNC Administrative By-law 15.3:
‘All elections shall be in accordance with the Procedures 

for Election of Officers’ be adhered to.
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 b.: page 13-14

2021 Communications Committee Membership

Recommendation:
The Communications Committee recommends the following Committee membership to the 

Board of Directors for 2021:

• Charles Armstrong, Public Citizen
• Gerry Boyce, Public Citizen
• Gary Barton, Public Citizen
• Murray Inch, Public Citizen
• Tim Jackson, Public Citizen
• Gerrie Kautz, Board Member
• Doug Thompson, Past Board Member
• Cindy Saucier, Councillor, Russell
• Peggy Taylor, Past Board Member
• Tom Van Dusen, Van Dusen Communications
• Byron Vienneau, Public Citizen
• Sharon Dunn, Public Citizen
• Karen Switer-Howse, Public 
• George Darouze, SNC Chair, ex-officio
• Pierre Leroux, SNC Vice Chair, ex-officio
• Bill Smirle, SNC Past Chair, ex-officio
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 c.: page 15-27

Request for Approval: Homeowner's 
Conservation Guidebook

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee recommend that the Board of 
Directors approve SNC’s Homeowner’s Conservation 
Guidebook to be provided to new homeowners.
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 d.: pages 28

Update: Municipal Information Day

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee receive and file SNC’s plan to 
host a virtual 2021 Municipal Information Day.

Kelsey Smith, Stewardship and Outreach Assistant



www.nation.on.ca

Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 e.: pages 29-31

Request for Approval: Seek Quotes for 2021 
Golf Tournament

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee recommend to the Board of Directors 
that staff proceed with tentatively planning a golf tournament in Fall 2021, 
including seeking quotes for a venue in the jurisdiction.

Further that the Committee direct staff to provide an update at the next 
meeting.

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 f.: pages 32-33

Request for Approval: 2021 Youth 
Fish Camps

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee recommend that the Board of Directors 
approve SNC’s planned delivery of the 2021 recreational fishing programs, 
subject to local public health restrictions.

Karen Paquette, Fisheries Technician
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #6 g.: pages 34-35

Request for Approval: 2020 Annual Report

Recommendation:

That the Communications Committee recommend that the Board of Directors 
approve the 2020 Annual Report.

Kelsey Smith, Stewardship and Outreach Assistant
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #7

Supplemental Agenda (if any)



www.nation.on.caTaylor Campbell, Communications Specialist

Update: Natural Heritage System 
Public Engagement

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee receive and file an update on the Natural 
Heritage System (NHS) communications plan and public engagement 
activities.

Agenda Item 7a.
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Public Information Sessions
• February 9 (SDG)
• February 10 (UCPR)
• Hosted live on YouTube
• 300 people tuned-in to watch

NHS Public Engagement: Info Sessions

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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Newspaper advertisement ran 
first week of January:
• Morrisburg Leader
• Glengarry News
• Cornwall Seaway News
• Chesterville Record / Russell 

Villager
• Eastern Ontario AgriNews
• Edition André Paquette
• The Review
• Nation Valley News

NHS Public Engagement: Advertising

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: Wildlife Sightings

30 submissions received

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: Wildlife Sightings

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: Wildlife Sightings

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: Media Graphics

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: Online Story Map

Available at www.nation.on.ca/nhs

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist

http://www.nation.on.ca/nhs
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• Bilingual posts every day 
in January promoting the 
NHS and its public info 
sessions and online tools

• Over 88,000 interactions

NHS Public Engagement: Social Media Campaign

Taylor Campbell, Communications Specialist
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NHS Public Engagement: In the News
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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Agenda Item #8

Roundtable Discussion

a. Community Engagement Activities

b. Recommendations for ‘Friends of SNC’



www.nation.on.caPeggy Taylor, Committee Chair

Agenda Item #9

Correspondence (if any)



www.nation.on.caCommittee Chair

Agenda Item #10

Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday, June 16, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.



www.nation.on.caCommittee Chair

Agenda Item #11

Adjournment

Recommendation:

The Communications Committee meeting of March 4, 2021 be 
adjourned at _______.
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Our Local Environment, We’re in it Together.

www.nation.on.ca
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