Deforestati

The Editor:

1 share in Theresa Bergeron’s
concern & out the vigor-
ous «rend” 1O clear-cut
every iree, shrub, and piece
of brush from the horizons
(“Deforestation affecting Us
all,” Winchester Press, Wed.,
March 27)-

As a transplant from the
my husband and f[Ears
rived in this area with 2
concept that farmers Were
aaturally i touch with
the ecology in which they
spend their day, and from
which they make their liv-
ing. While that may be true
of some, what 1 have wit-
nessed in the past three years
is nothing short of raping the
up another few

feet of space for crops-

My own research 1nto
 various agricultural stud-
' jes confirms that the tiny
bit of added income is far
| outwoighed by the overa

crops, and
lack
edges of the fields.

The negative impact to
our water supplys soil ero-
sion, lack of windbreak, an!
loss of property values 18
real and immediate.

Left in place, the trees

healthy, providing forage
and shelter for our wildlife
bours, providing shade

neigh
and shelter for crops and

on definitely is affecti

farm animals, and encourag-
ing a healthy ecosystem that
supports; for example, val-
ued pollinators.

A thorough study of the
agrioultural causes of the
Great Depression — such as
Ken Burns’ documentary
The Dustbowl is a bleak
reminder that when the land
is treated with disrespeet and
rabid greed, the cost to ev-
eryone is devastating and can
\ast for decades: Our planet’s

even our parents’
2 result, our attitudes must

\lution caused by burning
piles of trees and brush, gar-

bage, bale wraps, tires, an
more.
Perhaps the are un-

y

aware of the deadly toxins
they are sending up in the aif,
and into their neighbours’
lungs. They may also be un-
aware that many of the pe-
troleum based products they
are burning Jeach toxins into
our soil, and, therefore, into
our watet table.

~ All of us pay eco-taxes
to allow many o
items to beé recycled — for
free! Couple that with
more-than-adequate recy-
cling program at our land-
fill and weekly garbage
pickup, and there is DO
reason to add to the poison

levels of our planet.

1 am not painting every-
one with the same brush —
am sure there are true stew-
ards of the land out there
who work extremely hard to
maintain the
on their properties. 1 applaud
them and the sacrifices they
make. But last summer’s
drought, and our increass
ingly extreme weather con-
ditions should be 2 clear

ng us all

warning that gveryone needs
to be on the same page-

1 am reminded of the
we do to the
ourselves.”
As such, each one of us
shares the responsibility 1o
diligently protect our most
valuable resource — the land
_ so that 1t will be here for
genorations to come.

Janice Atkey Videto
winchester



