Clear-cutting dominates annual GFA meeting in Alexandria
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" ALEXANDRIA - A
discussion of clear-

| cutting and its impact
on farming drew more
than 50 area farmers

"to attend the Glen-
garry Federation of
Agriculture’s (GFA)
annual general meet-
ing, which was held
in Alexandria on Sep-
tember 30.

According to GFA
president Paul Vogel,
it was the largest turn-
out the meeting had
ever had, due, he said,
to a potential change
in municipal by-laws
which is expected to
impact clear-cutting

- legislation.

“This is a huge is-
sue for farmers in
Eastern Ontario,” said
Vogel who operates a
2,200-pig swine op-
eration near Strath-

. more.

. “As farmers we un-
" derstand the need for

| trees, but we also have

' to be able to put a crop

(in”

. Vogel, GFA mem-

'bers and many farm-

‘ers spoke-out at the
- meeting about their
. fear that public pres-
- sure may force Glen-
| garry councilors to
| pass a clear-cutting
. by-law.

“Weo Aarlt wrane +a

said Vogel, who has
been president of the
GFA for the past five
years.

“We’re all here to
farm, we all need to
eat, but some peo-
ple feel that we need
to be restricted, said
Vogel,” noting that as
land prices in Glen-
garry and Prescott-
Russell continue to
soar, hitting as much
as $20,000 an acre
in the Embrun area,
many farmers believe
they need to use every
bit of land available to
them in order to make
ends meet.

On  August 1,
South Glengarry
council met and dis-
cussed the possibil-
ity of implementing
clear-cutting by-laws,
causing concern that
North Glengarry
council would soon
do the same.

Ottawa lawyer
Don Good addressed
farmers and suggested
that a complete ban
on tree cutting would
not be implemented
in Glengarry.

“Weve not yet
had a public meet-
ing about the issue,”
said councillor Car-
ma Williams, “but if
the need arises, we’ll
make sure everyone is
consulted.”

AXTaa4n

to hear what farm-
ers, forest owners, and
the public have to say,
so that an acceptable
plan be put into place
should the topic hit
council’s agenda.

“It has not been an
issue... but we would
like to hear from as
many people as pos-
sible to make sure
whatever happens

is in everyone’s best
interest,"said  North
Glengarry  councilor
Jacques Massie

At least 51 of On-

tarios 444 munici-
palities have recently
passed by-laws that ei-
ther restrict or control
deforestation.

Western and Cen-
tral Ontario already
have clear-cutting
bans.

“If only people re-
alized, that crops are
good too,” said Vogel,
who explained that
one acre of corn pro-
duces enough oxy-
gen for 131 people for
one year and that corn

stocks should also be
considered part of the
forest cover.

“It’s just not about
the tree,” he claims.
“Crops are good for
the environment too.”

Environmen-
tal specialist Michael
Madden disagrees.

Madden who
holds a degree in en-
vironmental scienc-
es also owns Alex-
andria’s Lakeside
Environmental con-
sulting firm.

“Corn is one of
the worst crops to
put in. The produc-
tion of corn makes it
necessary to use huge
amounts of chemicals
that completely coun-
teract any benefit corn
may have had on the
environment,”  said
Madden, who sug-
gested that the public
might not completely
understand what goes
on, on the farm.

“People are getting
upset because they see

land?”

farmers clear-cutting
land, leaving huge
mounds of trees and
bush in the middle
of the field and figure
they’re doing nothing
with the land. That
they’re cutting now to
avoid future bans.”

Madden  explains
why cleared land has
not yet been put into
crop.

“Fire bans prevent
anyone from burn-
ing green wood which

~means the piles re-

main there for at least
two years until it’s le-
gally allowed to be
burned,” he explains.
“Burning green wood
is not good for the en-
vironment either,” he
states. “Unfortunate-
ly a lot of people see
the piles and wonder
what was the point in
killing those trees if
you weren't going to

do anything with the

Forest cover cur-
rently includes land
under natural or
planted stands of trees
measuring at least five
meters,whether finan-
cially productive or
not and excludes tree
stands in agricultur-
al production systems
(fruit plantations, gar-
dens and trees in ur-

ban parks
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