New conservation project to naturally redu

FINCH - A green al-
ternative to combat-
ting algae growth in a
La Nation’s storm wa-
ter treatment pond at

~ Limoges has been de-
~ ployed by South Na-

tion  Conservation
(SNC).

The pond has been
outfitted with “float-
ing wetlands,” which
mimic nature in de-
livering similar water
quality improvements,
explained SNC Envi-
ronmental Technolo-
gist Jason Symington.

“Floating wetlands
provide a highly effi-
cient, natural way to
improve water quali-
ty and buffer habitats
against surges in nu-
trients and pollution,”

Symington said.

The wetlands are
constructed from du-
rable, non-toxic recy-
cled plastics and veg-
etated with native
plants, providing a
surface area for grow-

. ing large amounts of

microbes in a short

- period of time.

“Simply put, nu-
trients in the water
circulating around a
floating wetland come
in contact with the

plants and microbes

and are consumed
by them,” explained
Symington.

The concept was
introduced on Tues-
day, June 17 to rep-
resentatives of SNC,
La Nation and oth-
er municipalities who
gathercd in Limo-
ges. Like all Ontario
conservation author-

ities, SNC’s board of

directors is composed
of delegates from mu-
nicipalities within its
watershed.

For the past 20
years, SNC has been
developing and exper-
imenting with natural
approaches to nutrient
load and pollution re-

duction management,

including on-farm

constructed wetlands
and tile drainage con-

trol gates. The float-
ing wetland is among
the organization’s lat-
est developments.
Symington  said
floating wetlands
treat storm water run-
off without the use of
chemicals to reduce al-
gae infestation. Other
possible applications
include in-treatment
of municipal waste-
water, waterways de-

ce water pollution

graded by agricultural
runoff, and ponds and
Jakes impacted by wa-
terfow] or septic sys-
tems.

For more informa-
tion about the float-
ing wetlands, con-
tact Jason Symington
at SNC by phone at
877-984-2948,  ext.
230, or by email at
jsymington@nation.
on.ca.




