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WINCHESTER — After yeaxs
of anticipation, drinking water
protection zones around the
municipal wells in North Dundas
Township have been drawn up and
are being shown to the public —
but the regulatory impact on
farmers and others with land inside
the new boundaries — if any —
remains to be seen.

Hydrogeologist Nell Van
Walsum of WESA Consulting Ltd.
has overseep recent technical
studies establishing the new
municipal wellhead protection
zones on behalf of the regional
Water Source Protection
Committee. Van Walsum presented
her data April 27 to North Dundas
Council, dealing with the
township’s communal wells at five
sites — Maple Ridge, Thompson
Rd. (near Morewood), St.
Lawrence St. (in Winchester),
County Rd. 31 (north of
Winchester) and Spruit Rd.
(northwest of Winchester).

The newly drawn-up zones will
go into a planned regional
“assessment report” to be
completed by the end of this year.
That report will, in turn, inform the
eventual creation of a regional
“water source protection plan” that
could result in possible new
restrictions on land uses inside the
boundaries of the new wellhead
protection zones.

The work has been carried out in
accordance with the province’s
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Draft wellhead protection areas

The image above depicts the draft wellhead protection zones now identified around
Chesterville’s Maple Ridge well emplacement (lower blob) and Winchester’s well
emplacement off Thompson Rd. (upper blob) near Morewood. The individual
colours delineate large specific areas of risk based upon groundwater water flows
and soil types: Red is assigned a “vulnerability risk” of 10, orange is an 8, yellow
is a 6, green is a 4, and light green is a 2. The same applies to the bottom image
depicting the draft wellhead protection zones emanating from Winchester’s other
wells at St. Lawrence St., County Rd. 31 and Spruit Rd. Notice how the tail end of
the vulnerability area from the Spruit Rd. facility stretches almost to Hallville.
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communications specialist
with the Raisin-South Nation
Drinking Water Source
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and 25-year benchmarks.
Taking into account the
topography of the land, soil
types, and the movement of
groundwater and underwater
streams, these appear as

later that any new rules or
regulations affecting
landowners inside the zones
are still some time away from
being developed.

“They haven’t gone there
yet,” said Cooper, adding the
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highest to lowest risk areas,
indicated with a series of

ranching, road salt storage,
animal feed lots,
transportation corridors,
automotive repair facilities
and more, council heard.
“These are all potential
activities that could lead to an
impact on ground water

She was asked about her
implementing the regions’s
Water Source Protection Plan
will ultimately fall to

“My question in that case
is: Who pays?” said Deputy
Mayor Estella Rose.
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May 18 session on abandoned wells

FINCH — In Ontario, h

dreds of th

ds of aband

a potential contamination threat to drinking water supplies.

To help local property owners deal with the issue, North Stormont Township, the Raisin-
South Nation Source Protection Region and the Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship
Program are hosting a Water Well Information Session next Tuesday, May 18, at South
Nation Conservation headquarters, 38 Victoria St., Finch.

Billed as a “one-stop opportunity”

d wells dot the landscape —

to get answers on the topic, the 8 p.m. session will

also disseminate grant information and applications for eligible landowners.

Ontario Ministry of the Envi

Water Well Speciali

entation on methods for tackling abandoned wells.

Kim Yee will deliver a pres-




