A perfect weekend for perfect fishing
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The 11th  Annual
Poutmasters Fishing Derby
drew a large crowd of avid
anglers and first time fishers
to the banks of the Castor
River from Russell to
Casselman and event organ-
izer, Mike Leman was hap-
pier than a fish in water at its
success. This was a big turn
around from the sad news
that the derby had been can-
celled this season only a
mere five weeks ago.

"I had been involved in
the tournament from 2004-
2007," said Leman. "It is a
good event for a good cause
and when I saw plans to
cancel this year's edition, I
jumped back in*and got it
back on track.” He added, "1
knew a lot of people that
would come out and assist
and we would be able to pull
this event off in this short
period of time."

The centrepoint of the
event was at the Russell
Dam where fishers of all
ages cast their rods hoping
to catch the biggest catfish
of the tournament. On site,
was a charity fishing pond
run by Leman's daughter
Vanessa, who by 3:00 p.m.
on Saturday had already
raised $70, The SNC had an
educational display that
included a live turtle, a BBQ
for the famished, and a huge
army tent to house the over
280 prizes that were waiting
to be won at the end of the
tournament.

"The South
Conservation  Authority
have been phenomenal,
lending free rods to those
without one who just want-
ed to be part of the action,"
said Leman. "The Ministry
of Natural Resources were
also on site as well answer-
ing questions about fishing
and regulations concerning
watershed conservation.

The purpose of the
Poutmasters Derby was
two-fold: learn and love
fishing and appreciate the
environment. We encour-
aged all participants to leave
the environment along the
river the way they found it,"
said Leman. " That means
picking up all the garbage.”

Leman's team had help
from 18 area high school
students who vol
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fisher who had a question or
needed assistance at the
derby.

"This year the awarding
of the grand prize was done
a little differently,” said
Leman, who noted that any-
one catching a catfish over
the weekend would receive
a ballot to win either a canoe
or a kayak. Size and weight
measurements did however
play a factor in the awarding
of the remaining prizes with
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Marc  Bourque's
ballot was pulled for the

has been donated to the
cause in the decade that the
derby has been afloat. The
final tally for this year had
not been calculated by press
time but organizers are con-
fident that the amount will
be substantial considering
the almost 400 participants,
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names, but we had a guy
stop by the tent today and
give us a personal cheque
for $250," said Leman. "He
said that his son had grown
up coming to the
Poutmasters  tournaments
and the derby had provided
a lot of motivation and char-
acter building to his son.
The money was his way of
saying, 'thanks'."

It is that kind of commu-
nity spirit that spurred on
Mike Leman to save the
Poutmasters Fishing
T and take the

donati from P
sponsors as well d individ-
ual donations. "I won't name

helm for years to come.
Congratulations to  all
involved - and good fishing!

Go Fish!

Ten year old Brendan Marchessault waits in eager anticipation for a nibble on his line during the 11th
Annual Poutmaster- Fishing Tournament this past Saturday. For more on the event turn to page 7.
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